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Young Voices at the Manchester Evening News 

Arena  

Our choir has taken part in many events in the past couple of weeks and it is thanks to 

the hard work of Mrs. Wright, that this has not only been possible, but been so success-

ful. A highlight for the children is always the óYoung Voicesô concert. The event on 8th 

December, was no exception, with performances from óAll Angelsô, óV.V. Brownô, 

street dance group, óUrban Stridesô and of course the Young Voices choir. 

 

Here Siân Pye and Meredith Davis, both of Year 6, talk about their experience.  

 

We have been going to the M.E.N since we were in Kindergarten, to watch our older 

brothers and sisters sing. When we had our first opportunity to take part, during Year 3, 

we thought we knew what to expect. How wrong we were! Nothing could have prepared 

us for the excitement that comes from taking part in this spectacular event. Time has 

flown by and we are sorry that we have just participated in our last Young Voices con-

cert with Forest Park School. To have had the chance to sing our hearts and souls out 

one more time was magnificent. We have had some amazing experiences at the M.E.N 

including watching Alexandra Burke perform in year 2! 

 

The night was quite wonderful! The singing was great and everyone had a whale of a 

time! 

 
 

Manchester Cathedral  - 3rd December, 2009 

Our Choristers represented Forest Park beautifully in the wonderful setting of Manchester Cathedral. The 

following was their message, 

ôOne of the character traits Forest Park tries to imbue in all its students is that of being positive at all times. 

After all, the school motto is ôI CAN AND I WILLõ. 

For many people this year, the effects of a credit crunch Christmas will be keenly felt, and they wonõt be filled 

with too much festive joy. However, the choristers of this busy little school in Sale urge us to remember that 

even when we are short of presents to give, there is always the gift of music.õ   

This sentiment was penned by Mr. C. Ross and stood in sharp contrast to many of the other school introduc-

tions. 



Thoughts from the Headôs Study 
 

We have come to the end of a very busy and successful term. This year, I have had more time to see all the 

children at work; it really has been a privilege to see such happy, engaged children enjoying their learning. The 

sounds of singing and acting have emanated from every corner of the school over the last few weeks as the 

children have excitedly prepared for the many events and activities. We are always proud of their outstanding 

and confident achievements and once again their commitment and enthusiasm shone through and must be 

highly commended.  

We look forward to new and exciting developments in this area as we welcome Stephanie Niland to the team. 

She will be joining us as Performing Arts Coordinator. Mrs Niland is a highly qualified and experienced drama 

teacher (and performer) who is eager to build on the strengths of the school.    

 

Sadly this term, we say farewell to Mrs Heys. It would be diffi-

cult to list all of her contributions and accomplishments of more 

than two decades ï it would make this newsletter more of an 

epic tale! I would like to extend a special thanks to her for the 

many ways in which she has faithfully and diligently supported 

all the children, staff and parents; the contribution she has made 

to the health and vitality of Forest Park has been invaluable. She 

will be sincerely missed and we all wish her a wonderful retire-

ment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Heys and family at her retirement 

party. 

 

 

 

P.A. NEWS 

 

Dear Parents, 
I would like to say a huge thank you to the parents and their families who have supported our fundraising 

events this year and also to those who have made these events happen so successfully.  

 The events the PA organise are for the benefit of all our children and we very much welcome the practi-

cal support given. We also look forward to greeting new faces at our meetings so that we can share new ideas 

for events and fundraising. We will be holding our next meeting early in the second week of the new termðthe 

meetings are friendly and informal. The date and location will be advertised on the PA notice board. Do please 

come along if you can, you will be very welcome. 

 A small number of people have worked very hard to prepare for the Infants and Early Years Christmas 

Party that took place last Sunday. The party was enjoyed by all our youngsters and I would like to thank every-

one for their hard work. 

 Thanks to everyone for their support in selling tickets for our Christmas Raffle to family, friends and 

work colleagues. The were great Hamper prizes on offer this year, thanks to the generosity of parents. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish Mrs Heys every good wish for her retirement. She has been a 

rock to Forest Park School and her support of the PA and their events has been unfailing. We thank her with all 

our hearts and we will miss her tremendously. 

 On behalf of the Forest Park PA, I wish you a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year and look for-

ward to seeing you in January. 

 



Early Years Nativity Play  
It was December 8 th, at last. In retrospection, we wonder how we ôhad lastedõ for so long ð 

the excitement, the fun and the joy of putting together the Nativity play was so difficult to 

contain! We didnõt show our costumes to our families/carers and believe it or not, they had 

tears in their eyes when they saw us on stage.  

Our teachers were proud of us and felt we couldnõt have done better. Of course, we need to 

thank our Kindergarten and Reception teachers for all their support. A special mention should 

be made of the Kindergarten teachers for directing the play so beautifully.  

When the curtains were drawn back, we must admit, we were a bit shy but soon grew in confi-

dence and it will be very difficult for us not to say that all of us did very well. We acted and 

sang and even our parents joined in. The ambience was charged ð spirits were high and the 

warm Christmas feeling was radiant in our eyes. After all isnõt that what the essence of 

Christmas is all about?  

Nivedita Paul  

Forest Park Nativity 2009  

Three Roman soldiers, marching with great assurance down the aisle and onto the stage of 

St.Maryõs Church, heralded the start of an unforgettable Christmas Nativity performed by 

Years One and Two. 

 

Having confidently announced the news of a census, the three figures of authority gave way 

to the milling townspeople who treated the audience to a lovely rendition of Here We Go Up 
To Bethlehem.  

 

It is not often that the innkeeper and his wife are the focal point when the most famous of 

all stories is told but, on this occasion, the talented pair of Prithvi Mody and Naomi Tower 

took centre stage, holding the attention of everyone with the clarity and timing of their 

words. 

 

With the cherubic Thomas Ellston and Anna Mao as Mary and Joseph being consigned to a 

night in a stable, a succession of shepherds, wise men plus their entourage and angels were 

sent ôROUND THE BACKõ by the despairing innkeeper. 

 

With every knock at the inn door being anticipated by an increasingly animated audience, the 

poor innkeeper was finally told, with exquisite timing, by everyone on stage to keep quiet as 

he was waking the baby. The beautiful singing of Shine provided a fitting finale to a lovely 

production.  

 

This was a joyous occasion which delighted young and old alike, and our thanks go to Mrs Les-

lie, Mrs Moores and Mrs Mosley for all their care and attention in helping the children to 

learn their roles and, of course, to the evergreen Mrs Wright for inspiring them to sing so 

beautifully. No production would be complete without costumes, and this most colourful of 

spectacles owed much to the unstinting efforts of Mrs Alderton, Mrs Head, Mrs Ellston and 

Lizzie. Thank you, ladies!  

 

CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU to all the children of Years One and Two for getting 

the Christmas festivities off to such a memorable start!  



Out and About 
 
Horrible Histories Theatre Visit  
As a precursor to their next history topic, the children of Year Six paid a visit to The Opera House to watch 
a Horrible Histories production of The Woeful World War Two. 
 
Through a combination of humour, songs and ultimately pathos, the talented group of performers conveyed 
a real sense of what it was like to be a child at the outbreak of the war, as well as a host of valuable facts. 
 
The highlight of the production was undoubtedly the novel use of ôBogglevisionõ to project 3D images onto 
a screen, which required the audience to wear special glasses. The sights of buildings being caught in explo-
sions and of facing low-flying enemy aircraft head-on were all too real although it was the gaping jaws of a 
vicious dog which caught one particular teacher off guard. 
 
ôBoringõ and ôirrelevantõ are two sentiments often levelled at the teaching of history but this clever produc-
tion will prove of great value when Year Six commence their studies of World War Two, in the months to 
come. 
Our thanks go to Mr Colin Gee for accompanying us on our trip. 
Mr C.. Ross 

 
Years 3 and 4 Field Trip to Mellor  
 

...We did an archaeological dig and a quiz with ten questions. We worked in groups to find the 

clues. We all found a roundhouse with a straw roof and a soft, brown wall. In the dig I found a 

part of a smoking pipe and it was very dirty.  

Shriraj Mody ñYear 3.  

 

First we dug for artifacts and I found a shiny, smooth piece of plate. Next, we cleaned the arti-

facts with toothbrushes. We drew our artifacts and decided what they were made of. After 

that,  we had an archaeological hunt.  

Roshan GulatiñYear 3  

 

Years 1 and 2 Trip to Hatworks.  

 

On Monday 6th December, 2009, Years 1 and 2 spent a lovely afternoon at the Hatworks Mu-

seum.  

 

Dear Mr Hardcastle and Mrs Ward,  

I loved your little factory and you looked very smart. I loved making hats and the spinning toy in 

your factory. We also enjoyed making tissue paper chains. The best thing I loved was passing 

the toys and the best toy was ôJacobõs Ladderõ. I didnõt like the bad luck charm I picked up! I 

wish that all my good wishes come true and my bad wish doesnõt come true. Finally, when we were 

going back to school, I was remembering all the good things at Hat Works.  

Thank you and Happy Christmas.  

 Prithvi Mody (Yr 2)  

 

Dear Mr Hardcastle and Mrs Ward,  

Thank you for the school trip. I liked the toys and I think the children will like them for Christ-

mas. I also liked making paper chains for the Christmas decorations. I also liked making the spin-

ning tops. Thank you for everything, it was great! I really liked your Christmas tree. I did want 

to stay a bit longer, but it was time to go.  

Merry Christmas.  

Emily Conway (Yr 2) 



Early Years Trip to Stockley Farm  

On December 1st, the children in Kindergarten and Reception classes, 

wrapped up warmly and braved the wintery conditions of Stockley Farm.  

On arrival, the children gave 

the baby goats their morning 

feed of bottled milk. When 

the goats had, had their fill, 

we jumped aboard the trac-

torõs trailer and enjoyed a 

bumpy ride around the frosty 

farmland.  

After, we met all the farm-

yard animals in the cowshed 

and we all took part in a Na-

tivity with a real donkey!  

Meeting Father Christmas 

was next on the agenda, he 

was sitting by the fireside checking his lists. He reminded everyone to leave 

out a mince pie, a glass of milk and a carrot or two, on Christmas Eve. He then 

wished us all a Merry Christmas and to all a good night.  

Mrs C. Carassco 



Family Puzzle Evening  
This fun event was enjoyed by all who attended. Congratulations to the Kalavalapalli and Kannan 
families who formed the winning team. 
 
 
Early Years and Infants Christmas Party.  

Philippa Oley (Yr 1)  
 



Christmas Lights Switch-On. 
Our choir were invited to sing at this highly festive event, which included a visit from Father Christmas. 
We were very proud of the childrenõs performance and would like to thank everyone for their support at 
this event. 
 

 
 
 
 
ISA National Championship ðCoventry  
 
Thomas Marland and Thomas Pye represented the North recently at the ISA national Swimming 
Championships. Both boys swam as part of the U9s and U10s relay team. We are delighted to say 
that they both came back with medalsðTom Pye won a bronze medal and Tom Marland a gold. 
óWell done boys!ô 
 
 
 
 
Tom Pye with his bronze medal. 
 
Unfortunately Tom Marland was ill when this photograph was 
taken, and will be featured in the next edition of the newslet-
ter. 


